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Washington vs. the Real World

• Washington, DC Advocacy
– Hill lobbying represents industry/large number of votes
– Educational, constant and convenient for Congress
– Will only take you so far

• Real World Advocacy (aka Grassroots)
– Every contact (call, email, letter, visit, etc) is a vote

• Vote early and Often!
– Office staffers tally contacts = votes
– Members of Congress want to get reelected
– Loudest side wins



LIHEAP Advocacy – Washington, DC

• In May, over 35 utilities’ representatives met to 
coordinate LIHEAP advocacy in DC.

• Issues Discussed:
– Legislative State of Play

• Money is tight - Obama Administration proposing 35% cut of 
funding to only $3.3. billion

• House Appropriations Committee Chairman Dave Obey (D-WI), 
a LIHEAP champion, is retiring this year 

– Legislative Ask
– GAO study on LIHEAP funding
– Plan and messaging going forward



LIHEAP Advocacy – The Ask

• The Ask:
– Congress should appropriate at least $5.1 billion in Fiscal 

Year (FY) 2011 for LIHEAP.
– Congress should increase the fully authorized level of 

LIHEAP to $7.6 billion through the passage of H.R. 4554, 
the Energy Assistance for American Families Act, sponsored 
by Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA-7).



LIHEAP Advocacy – The Plan

• Visit all Offices of House of Representatives that serves 
on the House Appropriations Committee (Committee 
having jurisdiction over LIHEAP funding).
– Make them aware of the GAO study and refer to the GAO 

talking points.  
– Congress should appropriate at least $5.1 billion in FY 2011 

for LIHEAP.
– Please cosponsor Rep. Ed Markey’s (D-MA-7) bill, H.R. 4554, 

the Energy Assistance for American Families Act, to increase 
the fully authorized level of LIHEAP to $7.6 billion. 

• Organize a Senate companion bill of H.R. 4554



Pop Quiz!

•How many bills are introduced on average in 
a two-year Congressional session?

•What percentage usually pass?

•Of those that pass, what percent are about 
renaming post offices and federal buildings?



Answers

• How many bills are introduced on average in a 
two-year Congressional session?

10,000

• What percentage usually pass?

4% - 400 bills in a 2 year cycle

• Of those that pass, what percent are about 
renaming post offices and federal buildings

32%



How to Move the Needle

• National Action for LIHEAP
• Grassroots Outreach
• LIHEAP Take Action Center
• LIHEAP Summer Action Day – July 28, 2010
• LIHEAP Winter Action Day – February 9, 2011

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gopalshenoy.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/needle1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://productmanagementtips.com/2009/03/20/software-product-manager-two-questions/&usg=__ebbopyLCdy0tkj5kDNxJiRxavzs=&h=463&w=600&sz=107&hl=en&start=1&sig2=05byttt7QrMLjdfkCS-EpQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=BswiYTO7usis3M:&tbnh=104&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmoving%2Bthe%2Bneedle%2Bimage%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=Va0TTI7gI4OClAeR_uCODA�


National Action for LIHEAP

• Press Conferences in Detroit, Michigan
• Press Conferences in four Louisiana Cities
• Congressional visits in Mississippi and New York
• CEO Letters to Mississippi delegation and Pennsylvania
• Radio interviews in Mississippi
• News conference with Sen. Blanche Lincoln and Entergy 

announcing support of $7.6 for LIHEAP
• Arkansas Governor announced Arkansas LIHEAP Day 2010

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=133167773648�


Press Conference – Detroit, MI



Press Conference – Detroit, MI



Press Conference – Sempra – Los Angeles, CA



Grassroots outreach

• NFFN on Facebook
• AGA Legislative Action website 
http://capwiz.com/aga/home/

– Send a pre-written email to 
your Members of Congress

– Look up your Members of 
Congress’ contact information 
and staff information so you 
can call or set up an 
appointment

– Read up on how Congress 
works

– Look up local media outlets 

http://capwiz.com/aga/home/�
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=133167773648�


Visit the LIHEAP Legislative Action Center!

• Send an email to your 
Members of Congress now

• Forward the website to 
your colleagues

• Located out in the Foyer 
outside of the Ballroom

• Every contact to your 
Member of Congress is a 
vote!
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LIHEAP Summer Action Day 
Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Washington, DC

• Register for Summer Action Day!

Schedule:
Tuesday, July 27, 1020
5:30pm – Reception

Wednesday, July 28, 2010
9:00 am -11:00 am -Breakfast and Briefing
Location: American Gas Association, 400 N. Capitol St., DC
11:30 am -4:30 pm - Congressional Meetings on the Hill
4:30 pm – 6:30pm  - Debriefing and Reception 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://photos2.meetupstatic.com/photos/event/c/3/e/3/highres_11570147.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.meetup.com/Charlottesville-We-Surround-Them/calendar/11762938/&usg=__eCSE_QtfOH8tLHUn9uc0AZsBDZg=&h=3072&w=2304&sz=1190&hl=en&start=45&sig2=39szc-o3H8auhC6PaixYfA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WoKIoNc2CIQMkM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=113&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dus%2Bcapitol%2Bhigh%2Bres%26start%3D40%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=yMcTTOX2JoH6lwfvp_SRDA�


LIHEAP Winter Action Day 
Wednesday, February 9, 2011

Washington, DC

Mark Your Calendar!

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://photos2.meetupstatic.com/photos/event/c/3/e/3/highres_11570147.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.meetup.com/Charlottesville-We-Surround-Them/calendar/11762938/&usg=__eCSE_QtfOH8tLHUn9uc0AZsBDZg=&h=3072&w=2304&sz=1190&hl=en&start=45&sig2=39szc-o3H8auhC6PaixYfA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WoKIoNc2CIQMkM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=113&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dus%2Bcapitol%2Bhigh%2Bres%26start%3D40%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=yMcTTOX2JoH6lwfvp_SRDA�


Bree Raum
Director, Government Relations

202.824.7208
braum@aga.com
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