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Á Independent Statewide Nonprofit Organizationð 501(c)(3)

Á Mission: 

Å To Develop & Coordinate Resources to Help Low Income 

Oregonians Meet Their Energy Needs

Å And To Help Them Achieve Energy Self-Reliance Through

1. Energy Education

2. And Advocacy

Oregon HEAT

ÁAccomplish This Through Partnerships With:

ÅCommunity Agencies

ÅUtilities

ÅBusinesses



1.  Need Oil Heat for Low-Income Households in the Winter

2. Prospective Household Donors of Oil Want to Donate in the 

Summer When They Decommission Their Home Oil Tanks.

The Initial Problem (& The Challenge)ð

3. Where To Store Donated Oil Until It Is 

Needed By Households In Energy Crisis?

4. How Do You Accommodate The Need For Oil Pickups 

And Deliveries?



1. Capacities (Volume Limitations)

2. Limited Time of Use

3. Site Locationð

a. Where?

b. How Many?

4. Storage Liabilities & Legal Restrictions

5. Transportation From Sitesð

a. How To Pickup From Donors?

b. How To Deliver to Those In Need?

Storage of Donated Oil Is Not the Solutionð

It Has Its Own Unique Problems



The Solution:

× Eliminate The Need For Storage

HOW?

Á Convert the Donated Oil to Cash by Selling It.

Á Cash Can Be Banked & Easily Distributed

Hereôs What We Foundð

The Logical Partnerð

An Oil Re-Refining Company



Why A Re-Refinery?

1.   Used Petroleum Products Are The ñRaw Productsò of a Re-Refinery

2.   They Have Interim Storage Sites in Multiple Locations  

3.   They Have the Network for Bulk Transfer to And From Re-Refinery

4. They Have the Equipment & Network to Pickup of Donated 

Home Heating Oil & Other Used Petroleum Products

5.   Recycling Is Environmentally Preferred   



Hereôs How We Made It Work !!

1.  Oregon HEAT entered into an Agreement with ORRCO (Oil Re-

Refining Company) to route all donated petroleum products 

through them for re-refining and resale.

2.  Oregon HEAT is identified as the recipient for all donations from 

participating homes, businesses, and utilities.

3. Oregon HEAT receives quarterly payments per industry recognized          

rate for degree of contamination by fuel type just as if ORRCO 

purchased direct from donor. 

4. Donors may be entitled to a tax deductible charitable contribution 

because their donation is for the benefit of Oregon HEAT 

5. Oregon HEAT sends a Thank You Letter to donor Acknowledging the 

volume and petroleum type donated.

6.  Oregon HEAT fulfills promise to return energy assistance to 

Communities from which the donations were made.      



How Are The Donations Returned To 

The Community?



1.  Records Payments from ORRCO Identifying:

ü Oregon HEAT--

a. Type of  Donation (residential or other)

b. County from Where Received

c. Agency or Utility Responsible for Acquiring Donation

2.  Allocations of Funds for Assistance Done on Second Year 

Funding Basis.  (Consistent with all other Oregon HEAT 

Programs)

a. Home Heating Oil Donations are Restricted to   

Home Heating Oil Energy Assistance

b.  Utility Proceeds Are Restricted to Utility Customers

c.  All Other Funds are ñFuel Blindò
d.  Agency Procuring the Donor Receives the Funds

3. Payments are Made to Partner Agencies for Program 

Delivery



ü COMMUNITY AGENCIES Provide Energy Assistance Per The 

Following--

1. ñFUEL BLINDò  (From Business/Commercial  Donations)

2.  ñRESTRICTEDò By Donor 

a. To Utility Customers  (From Utility Recycling Donations) 

b.   Home Heating Oil  Clients (From Residential Donors) 



A ñWin ïWinò Arrangement For All

Oregon HEAT Wins . . . 

ü Eliminates Need for Storage Because Receive Cash Instead

ü Funds Available for Agenciesô Energy Assistance Program 

Delivery Costs

ü All Donations of Home Heating Oil Can Be Collected

üAble To Use Utility Company Donations of Their Fleetôs Waste Oil  

Products to Help Their Own Low Income Customers 

ü Fuel Blind Funds Can Be Generated From Local Businesses to 

Be Put Back Into Their Community



Our Partnering Community Agencies Win . . .

üReceive More Dollars for Energy Assistanceð

Fuel Blind Funds &

Restricted Funds By Donor

üReceive Dollars To Help Pay For Program/Administration Expenses

üHave the Capability To Build Their Own Donor Floor Base by Using      

Their Volunteers to Get Local Business Participation

üOffers a Way to Network in the Local Community for Agency's 

Visibility and Long-Term Needs 

üIdentifies Community Agency As An Environmentally Friendly 

Service Organization

üThey Can Exercise More Control In the Generation of Their 

Own Energy Assistance Funds 



Utility Companies Win . . .

üTheir Participation of Donating Waste Petroleum Products is 

an Easy Way to Help Their Own Low-Income Customers

ÁItôs Passive-- Requires no Additional Work

ÁItôs Relatively InexpensiveïNo Expenditures Required 

üDisposes of Their Waste in an Environmentally Safe Manner

üRegularly Scheduled Route Pickups from Utility

üGain Community Recognition for Being a ñGood Neighborò to Our 

Environment & Low Income Families



Businesses Win . . . 

üA Positive Advertising Benefit By Demonstrating Their 

Commitment To The Community

üDemonstrates They Care for The Environment by Donating for 

Recycling Rather than Polluting from Dumping or Burning 

üNo Disposal Worries-- Regular Scheduled Pickups & Can 

Receive Related Oil Storage Maintenance Services

üPossible Tax Benefitsð

ÁIf Paying a Charge for Disposal, Avoids the Expense       

and Pre-Tax Net Income Increases

ÁIf Receiving A Salvage Value, Taxable Income Is

Reduced which Results in a Reduction of Income

Taxes Payable



The Re-refining Company Wins . . .

üThey Acquire Used Petroleum Products for Re-refining & Resale

üReceive Public Recognition forð

ÁCommitment To Helping Low-Income Families By Partnering 

With Oregon HEAT

ÁCommitment To Helping Reduce Our National Oil

Consumption by Recycling

ÁBeing ñEnvironmental Friendlyò by Recycling



Home Heating Oil Donors Win . . .

üThey Can Donate Oil To Help in Energy Assistanceð

ñNeighbor Helping Neighborò 

ü When The Donated Oil Is Picked Up They Can Qualify for  

Decommissioned Tank Certification

üDonation Is Tax Deductible as a Charitable Contribution

ÁIf They Itemize on Their Individual Tax Return

ÁBasis of Donation is Their Cost

üOregon HEATða 501(c)(3) nonprofit charityð Sends a Thank You 

Letter Identifying Number of Gallons Pumped 

üHelps Our EnvironmentïRecycles Rather Than Risk Ground 

Pollution From Leaking Underground Storage



Households In Energy Crisis Win . . .

üThere Are Additional Energy Assistance Funds 

Available From Which To Receive To Help 

üThis Fund Resource Can Increase Each Year As 

More Businesses Participate



Our Environment Wins . . .

üUsed Crankcase Oils & Other Petroleum Products Are Recycled 

Instead of Quietly Being Dumped in Landfills 

üAir Emissions Are Reduced Because The Used Petroleum 

Products Are Recycled Instead of Being Burned 

üUnwanted Home Heating Oil Is Recycled Instead of 

Remaining in Potentially Leaky Tanks.  

üRe-refining Is The EPAôs ñPreferred Optionò



Some Of The Initial Responses 

To This New Program--

1. Homeowner pledges of donated oil were nearly 4,000 gallons, worth 

upwards of $8,000 in the first two months of the program.

2. The first commercial business donorïi.e. Bob Brown Tire Center ï

should generate about $5,000 per year for energy assistance.

3. Weôve had a Public Relations Firm step forward to help us create 

literature that can be used by volunteers when they talk with potential 

business donors.

4. ORRCO, our re-refining partner, will pay for literature printing costs.

5. We are seeking grant funding to add a full-time staff person as the ñOil 

Program Development Director.ò 

6. Eugene Water & Electric Board is the first Electric Utility to join with us 

in this new program approach.  They see it as a way to assist their 

customers, be recognized as caring in the community, and be 

environmentally friendly. 

7. Springfield Utility is doing the same.

8. And Weôve Only Just Begun . . . .


