National Energy and Utility
Affordability Conference

June 1671 18, 2008
Denver, Colorado



History
A Developed at School of Social
Work, University of Washington in 1994

A Pairs policy makers with low-income
constituents for one month

A Weekly telephone calls
A Two in-person activities
A Food stamp budget



A Not a lobbying tool or mentorship program
A Matches two experts

A Based on shared experiences

A Mutual benefit

A Breaks down stereotypes i on both sides



To Date:

A Project in 36 states and U.S. Congress
A 1500 matches

A National attention

A Policy impact

A Foster alumni projects
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New Yor kos Ener

A Fourth largest energy consuming state

Aln 2006, New Yor kos
as a proportion of total petroleum was
89%, compared to 66% nationally

A Residential net energy use accounts for
27% of total energy demand for NY,
compared to 17% nationally
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Increase in Residential Energy Costs 2003-2008
New York State
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Energy Burden

Annual Household Energy Burden based on the Annual Household Energy Burden based on HEAP Tier |
Annual Salary for a New York State Legislator* Eligibility for a Four Person Household*

Portion of Annual HH Income
dedicated to Annual
Household Energy Costs

Portion of Annual HH Income
dedicated to Annual
Household Energy Costs

-Rent/Mortgage -Rent/Mortgage

-Groceries -Groceries

-Car Payment -Car Payment
-Medical Expenses -Medical Expenses
-Child Care -Child Care

Remaining HH Income
available to pay for
additional necessities

-Personal ltems -Personal ltems

Remaining HH Income
available to pay for
additional necessities
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New Yorkos EnecowntLe

A An estimated 2.2 million households have incomes
below 60% of the state median

A Some 700,000 additional households have incomes
between 60% and 80% of the state median

A Over the past 10 years, fewer than 200,000 households
have received energy efficiency services
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Low-Income Energy Assistance
INn New York

A HEAP- funded at $248m for 07-08
A WAP- funded at $55m for 07-08
A Systems Benefit Charge- funded at $66m per year

A Gas Utility funded programs, administered by
NYSERDA- funded at $15m per year

A Waiting lists
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Low-Income Forum on Energy

ACreated in 1998 to ensure that low-income energy issues had a
forum for consideration during the transition to a competitive market
for electricity

Medicated to furthering the dialogue and understanding of issues
that impact the ability of low-income New Yorkers to have access to
safe, reliable, and affordable energy

ASteering Committee comprised of various stakeholders in the low-
Income energy field

ALIFE has increased awareness of low-income energy issues through
the internet at www.lifenynews.org and in print through a quarterly
newsletter, LIFE News.



http://www.lifenynews.org/
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Wwhy Walk a Mile?

I Holistic approach

AExplores variety of factors that contribute to the
ability of low-income households to afford energy

I Expand dialogue with policy makers

Low-Income Forum on Energy
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A Partnered with:

I National Association of Social Workers- New
York State Chapter

I Consultation and training

I New York State Community Action Association

I Outreach to Community Based Organizations
» Serve as Project Liaison
» Recruit Participants

A Invited each member of NYS Senate and
Assembly

Low-Income Forum on Energy
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of Steuben and Yates, Inc.

Helping People. Changing Lives

HELP!NG‘*'

. N T Schenectady Community Action Program, Inc.
Restoring Hope. Rebuilding Lives.

Changing Lives, Sirengthening Communitiss
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qﬁ“‘“ " By AMANDA FOLTS
(<) /\- - — FincER Lares Tines
WATERLOO — Asgem-

blyman Brian Kolb will be

1 a8 part of the statewide

for lawmakers ¥ gy,

Area Assemblyman George Amedore Jr, who ll[‘e Of A]b
has taken some heat for his background as a

well-to-do businessman, will at least get a chance gIHII

to see how the other half lives later this month (1m0tb
when he participates in the “Walk-a-Mile” pro- ér
gram sponsored by the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority. It should
be an eye-opening experience for Amedore, NY-
SERDA president Paul Tonko and 17 other state
legislators who, aver the course of four weeks
beginning Jan. 14, will each meet and mentor with
a low-income family from their district and, at
least with respect to diet, try to live like them.

=~ No easy walk , g 0 1, e
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Kickoft Events

A Combination of Regional ~ ﬁ
and Individual Kickoffs [ rgel¥

MParticipant introductions
A=xchange information

MPlan activities



