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Mythbusters: 
What Works, what saves?
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Saving Energy

�y Savings come from stopping waste
�ƒ Step 1: Assess Current Energy Use

�y Look at all fuels, seasonal patterns
�y Low Usage = Few opportunities, High Usage = More
�y Average gas usage in cold climates ~ 700-1,000 th/yr

�ƒ Low use <800, high use >1,200, very high use >1,600

�y Electric Usage varies widely depending on end uses
�ƒ example: annual use of 9000 kWh is:

�y high use if gas heat & hot water  home in cool climate
�y low use if electric hot water and hot climate

�ƒ Rule of thumb 
�y Highest winter bill = savings potential from typical heating retrofits
�y Can do better on higher use homes or if longer paybacks OK

�y Computers canôt help much in decisions
�y Software models have many uncertain inputs and shaky assumptions
�y Measured savings typically ~60% of predicted savings
�y Rough estimates can work just as well or better
�y But software does provide a great program tracking system


