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aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 
energy projects are large scale, 

cost millions of dollars and 
take many years to implement

They are an important and 
integral part of a new tribal 

sustainable energy use strategy



We also need practical 
solutions that can be easily

implemented  

And start saving families and 
tribes money this year   

But with heating fuel costs 
rising ŜȄǇƻƴŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΧ



Low-cost, family and facility-level renewable 
energy is becoming more reliable and 

more cost effective 

ÅPrograms are much faster to develop

ÅIncreases local employment and skills 

ÅCan save families and tribes a lot of money 

All while lowering pollution and fighting 
global climate change



Some renewable energy applications like solar 
electric and wind turbines are dropping in price 

but are not yet cost-effective at 
the family and facility level

Other applications like solar air heaters are 
already extremely cost effective and should be 

a part of everyǘǊƛōŜΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǳǎŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ



LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

clean, cost effective

solar air heating 
to reduceenergy costs

Instead of just paying 
more every year?  



The Tribal Lands Program began on the Pine Ridge reservation in 
South Dakota in 2002. Its goals are to:   

ωReduce high energy bills for reservation families

ω Improve living conditions, especially for elders and children

ωBuild renewable energy skills in Native American communities   

ωDevelop employment opportunities

Tribal Lands Renewable Energy Program

Harnessing the power of nature for Native Americans



The Harsh Facts of Life on Pine Ridge and 

many other reservations

ÅLowest per capita income in 
the United States

ωUtility bills often exceed $400   
per month

ω85% + unemployment

ωLowest life expectancy in
the United States 

ω90% live below Federal
poverty level



About 60% of Lakota at Pine Ridge live in 
ǇƻƻǊƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΧ

ΧǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
extreme  natural forces there



The elderly often live under difficult conditions 

and struggle to survive the bitter winters


