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Key Numbers on Climate Policy, 

Low-Income Families, and the Budget

$750 per year

Average increase in energy-related costs 

for the poorest fifth of the population 

from a modest (15 percent) emissions 

reduction

Approx. 14%
Share of those resources needed to fully 

offset the increased energy-related costs 

faced by low-income consumers

Less than 15%

Share of those resources needed to fully 

compensate energy companies (and 

other companies) for losses resulting 

from climate policies



Share needed to 

compensate companies 

for losses

<15% 14%

Approx. share needed to hold 

low-income consumers 

harmless

Well-Designed Climate Policies Can Generate the 

Resources Needed to Address Crucial Priorities

> 70%

�‡Compensating workers         

in affected industries

�‡Investing in alternative  

energy R&D

�‡Providing relief to 

middle-income families

�‡Offsetting effects on 

federal, state, and local        

budgets

Available to address 

other priorities, e.g.:


